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SUBJECT: Beaconsfield Old Town common land – Unauthorised placing of bollards, 

planter and surfacing on Common Land, London End, Beaconsfield  

REPORT OF: Officer Management Team - Director of Services 

Prepared by                       – Head of Environment 

 
1.     Purpose of Report 
 

1.1   The purpose of this report is to request Members’ views about the recent  
unauthorised placement of bollards, planter and surfacing on Common Land, 
London End, Beaconsfield and to request authorisation for further action to be 
taken.  This report also discusses other matters relating to the common land. 

 
2.     Links to Council Policy Objectives 
 

2.1 The matter is related to the Council’s medium-term aims of a thriving and 
sustainable district, which protects the Green Belt and character of the area and 
enhances the quality of the built environment. , 

 
3.     Background 

 
3.1 The Council manages the common land in Beaconsfield.   The Bylaws for the 

common land, set out under the Commons Act 1899, state the following: 
 

Ø No person shall on the commons remove or displace any soil or plant. 
Ø No person shall on the commons erect any post, rail, fence, pole, tent, booth, 

stand, building or other structure without prior permission of the Council. 
 
Penalties: 

Ø Every person who shall offend against any of these byelaws shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 2 on the Standard Scale. 

Ø An officer of the council may, after due warning, remove from the common any 
structure erected or placed thereon in contravention of the foregoing byelaws. 

 
3.2 The SBDC Scheme of Management for the Common Land, set out under the 

Commons Act 1899, provides that The Council shall maintain the Common free 
from all encroachments and shall not permit any trespass on or partial enclosure 
thereof or on any part thereof. 

 
3.3 A tenant of an estate agent premises on the corner of London End and Aylesbury 

End has undertaken works to place 7 bollards, 1 planter and surfacing on the land 
outside his premises which is Common Land.   No prior request for permission was 
sought from the Council.   The adjacent café has placed tables and chairs on the 
land. 

 
3.4 Complaints about the works have been received from the Beaconsfield Town 

Council and the Town Crier who request that the Council gets the items removed. 
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4.     Discussion 

 
Un-authorised works 

4.1 On receiving information about the unauthorised works an officer attended the 
site and spoke to the perpetrator to explain the nature of the common land and to 
state that the Council would take measures to enforce the removal of the items.  
 

4.2 After a period on time (3 weeks) in which no action was taken by the perpetrator,
  the Council formally requested in writing that the offending items be removed  

  within 28 days.   To date no physical action has been taken by the perpetrator,  
  however he has submitted details and reasoning for his actions, attached at  
  Appendix A.    
 
4.3 He has also submitted a petition in support of the works, signed by some 400  

people, and the following which he has received from the Old Town Residents’ 
Association - “The BOTRA committee have considered the situation and, contrary 
to our normal stance, we are very sympathetic to the work done. It certainly 
cleans up the corner and contributes to the appearance of the Old Town. Whilst it 
does reduce the number of (unofficial) parking spots available, it is a significant 
improvement which more than mitigates for the loss of parking. You may be asked 
to seek retrospective planning permission for which BOTRA, amongst many local 
residents, would be supportive of your application.” 

 
4.2 There are four options: 

1) Do nothing,  
2) Note the information that has been submitted, together with the 

local support, and allow the items to be retained subject to certain 
conditions.  

3) Pursue the removal of the items by the Council’s action and 
reclaiming expenses 

4) Option 3 and also prosecute the perpetrator in the Magistates Court 
for a breach of the Byelaws. 
 

 4.3 Conditions for the retention of the items would be -  
• To enter into a formal agreement with the Council for the use of 

the land. 
• The re-surfacing of the area in a suitable tarmac to match adjacent 

areas at his own cost. 
• Removal of the bollards and planter for the duration of the May Fair 

at his own cost. 
• To ensure adequate pedestrian access through the area. 

 
Other items placed on common land i.e. chairs and tables. 

4.4 The adjacent café has placed tables and chairs on the land, which are removed at 
night.   Members are asked to consider whether these can be allowed to stay, 
under a licence with the Council to cover issues such as time of daily removal, 
unimpeded pedestrian access and public liability. 

 
4.6 Members are asked to consider the above and advise what further action should 

be taken if any or whether subject to the relevant parties agreeing standard 
licence conditions and covering our legal costs, these sort of items and for 
example A boards should be allowed on the common land.  
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4.7 If action is recommended, further work would be required to prepare and 
implement measures to keep the whole of the Beaconsfield Common land free of 
obstructions and to prepare and consult upon a comprehensive policy to govern 
and enforce the placement of outdoor tables and chairs throughout the old town, 
and other features such as advertising boards and skips.    Legal support would be 
requested to draft appropriate policies. 

 
4.8 This will require officer resources to enforce such measures. 

 
5.     Resource and Wider Policy Implications. 
 

5.1 The work required to progress the matters above will require officer time during 
a period of increasingly limited officer resource.   
 

5.2        There is a risk that should the Council pursue the removal of the items the local  
    residents would see it as the removal of a popular community asset (outdoor  
    coffee location.) 
 

5.3        There is a risk that should the Council allow the items to stay without proper    
   authorisation, other premises may undertake similar works on the assumption    
       that it is allowable.   A wider policy would need to be adopted to ensure no  
       other works take place without the Council’s authority. 

 
5.4    There is a risk that should the Council pursue the removal of the items at its own  

expense and that it may not be successful in recovering its costs. 
 

6. Recommendations. 
 

6.1  The PAG is asked to advise on whether the Portfolio Holder should recommend to 
Cabinet the following: 

 
1 – allow the retention of the items with or without conditions, or: 
 
2 – pursue action for the removal of the items 
 
3 –authorise the Head of Environment in consultation with the Environment 

Portfolio Holder and Head of Legal and Democratic Services to agree any 
necessary documentation. 

 
 

 
Officer Contact: Chris Marchant 01895 837360 chris.marchant@southbucks.gov.uk  

Background Papers: Bylaws for the Common Land,  

Scheme of Management for the Common Land, as set out under the 
Commons Act 1899 

 

  
 


